
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

January 28, 2021 

 

To: Members, Mississippi House of Representatives 

 

From: Coalition of Mississippi Primary Care Physicians, Representing XXXX Mississippi Doctors 

 

On behalf of each of our respective organizations, representing XXXX physicians, we ask you to VOTE NO on 

HB 1303. This bill would diminish the standard of care for Mississippians. Primary Care represents approximately 

40% of the physician population in Mississippi. In fact, nearly 50% of all health-related visits nationwide are 

made to a primary care physician’s office.  

 

As primary care physicians, we believe advanced practice registered nurses are an integral part of our team and, 

with supervision, can continue to provide the quality of care that Mississippi families deserve. It alarms us to 

think that our patients may receive a compromised level of care if APRNs are released from the requirement that 

they work with a physician. In a nutshell, collaborating nurse practitioners are an essential part of a physician-led 

patient care team. 

 

Quite simply, there is no equivalency between a physician and a non-physician health professional.   

 

It’s a matter of public health. HB 1303 threatens the health and safety of our patients. It could result in 

inappropriate care plans, poor patient outcomes and inappropriate and unnecessary use of limited resources.  

 

It’s a matter of experience. Beyond the four years of medical school, primary care physicians receive 12,000-

16,000 hours of direct patient care experience and education. A physician’s training is critical to providing quality 

care to patients with chronic and complex conditions. HB 1303 would expand a nurse practitioner’s scope of 

practice after only 3,600 hours of collaboration with a physician. This translates to only 2.7 years of collaboration 

or consultation with a physician, dentist, or other nurse practitioner, which should be an unacceptable standard. 

APRNs lack the requisite medical education, medication management training and clinical training that is critical 

in determining different diagnoses. 

 

We agree Mississippi needs more primary care physicians, but APRNs are NO SUBSTITUTE for physicians. In 

2007, the Mississippi Legislature demonstrated visionary leadership by creating the Mississippi Rural 

Physicians Scholarship Program to “grow our own physicians.” MRPSP awards scholarships to students who 

aspire to practice primary care medicine in a rural community. You have invested in this program for 14 years, 

and today, we have 44 primary care physicians in 35 counties taking care of families in rural Mississippi, in 

addition to 188 future doctors who are in the pipeline. Protect your nationally-recognized investment in primary 

care by voting NO on HB 1303.  

 

HB 1303 is bad for Mississippians. We ask that you protect the patient care team and citizens across Mississippi 

and VOTE NO on HB 1303. 
 


